of thit HOIdS mogazing Points wore awarded for the

Subwoaler of the Year number of variations offered in the
Calegory, W wWerd sent no identical range lor both diameter and
55 than 11 drivers fram all impedance options for the volce-colls,

maaner of brands and for all manner of which detarmines how easy it will ba

prices, spanning from as aHordable as to match the subwooler to your car

undar a hundrisd Ducks 1o as much as and amplifier.

over 5499, Bass, it seems, is available Points were also awarded for

L0 vy man on any Dedget. Dut ondy ong the mindmum sealed enclosure size

will be awarded as the best subwoofer recommended by the manufacturer,

of thi yoar with smalker baing more desirable
Whike ostensibly designed to do for obwious reasons. Here the most

the exact same job, determining what compact scored full marks and

the best of the best is comes down to every other subwooler was scored a

more than simply how 8 subwoofor percentige of poinks in direct relation
sounds or how cool it looks to how their bax size compared
Subvwioalers hawve one of the most wir als0 awarded extra marks
difficult jobe in mokule electronics, for any subvwooler that is offered
raguiting 1o b situated in & suitable in & factory-built enclosure to
enclosure valume while atso fitting make adding it to your system a
Into the car's boot angd and mating headache-Traa process, while further
neatly to any kind of amplifier, marks were offered for the type
From an initial list of 11 of technical suppart the supplied
candidates for Subwoaler of the owner's manual provided, like electro
Yaar, we began by culling this back machanical specs and marks lor each
to a more manageahle six final recommended enclosure suggested
gualifiers for the sound quality, SPL Lasthy, thera were paints for build,
and other subjective comparison appearance and innovation in design,
w5tz To achieve this, we looked at Mlowing a sub towl that could make a
each subvwoofer's basic attributes value-for-money assessment possible
o determine which have bean After the first tally was done, the
designed to be useful to as many bottom five scoring subwonfers were
buyers &5 possinle removed from the contest.

SUBWOOFERS HAVE ONE OF THE MOST
DIFFICULT JOBS IN MOBILE ELECTRONICS,
REQUIRING TO BE SITUATED IN A SUITABLE
ENCLOSURE VOLUME WHILE ALSO FITTING
INTO THE CAR'S BOOT AREA AND MATING
NEATLY TO ANY KIND OF AMPLIFIER
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by the wayside, thanks to being very
samplistic n festures and options wisls
asking for @ whopping E1.7L sealed box
1o work, wihich i simply lar too arge
for amy single 12in subwoafer to be
consicersd & viable opbon i 2008

Hed Kenwood supplied its
mprossiaely Dullt KFCXWI1224D
with glectro-mechanical specs and a
couple of box design suggestions, it
would have made the final cut, and to
omit these essentisls s, quite frankly,
unforgivable these dis

Hext, laycar's new lowy-prodile
Vienom 12in got the chop due to
peing only offered in single 4ohm in
@ither 10 or 12in and with no factory
fitted enclosure an offer. Blaupunkt’s
alfordale GTw1200 &ls0 missed the
cut thanks to a basic overall design
that, while cheap, never really shone
n any area.

Ploneer's low-profile TS5W307 was
also an alsg-ran, largely because no
factory-fitted box is offered (which is
hard given this driver is designed for
pwkward Incations) and Decausa it
only Comes in two sizes (10 or 12im)

and ong Impedance chokce [4ahm)
Wiile | have no doubl that some,
or all, of these subwoofers have
thadr sound gquality marits, so oo
do those six that indeed gualified
far the sudible testng. The (act i
o be Subwoafer of the Year takes
maora than just great Sound quality,
and this first round of elimination
COMPArisons alows us 1o spend morne
time listening to the subwoofers that
ar the most relevant to the most
number of buyers
Each of these was sloted
into & sealed enclosure as

close as possible to the factory
recommendation, and tested when
driven with amplifiers capable of
upwards of 1500WRMS of powaer in
our 1est evaluation vehicle.

While changing to ported
alignments for any of these
subiwoofers would have altered the
50 and SPL scores considerably,
this i5 & comiparisan of subwoofors
- ot enclosure designs, The sealed
Systams wird Sultable to all drivers,
and this is a great way of levelling the
playing Held to allow each driver's
pure merits (o shine through, =

Earthguake
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Efficienc
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While it certainky impressed
us with its sonic signature and
scored equal highest marks for
outright sound quality, Moral's
exguisitely built LItima 100
wisn't able to exceed the other
less expensive designs here

for other subjective merits

like efficiency, SPL capabilites
and anclosure vlume relative
to perigrmance. Its $69% RRP

I8 cartamly justified by its
wonderfully exatic construction,
though whan push comes to

DEX-120 Liltima 10
| B | 3
8.5 &5
| 75 | 85
[ 65 7
: 85 [ 8
E £
| 47760 [ 45060
| 5319 479
[ $6.78 | 51552
R L B
' 59 | 50.5
T eyms | B3sMes
| 1somo | 1341220
2 &

shove, the price disadvantage
loses valuable value for money
points. Still, if sonic purity is the
goal, this Is a fantastic subwoafler.
The Hertz ES300 and Cadence
FXW12 went blow for blow in the
point scoring system, even though
thiry are markedly diflerant
speakers, 50 close were the
points for these two that it was
only when the Cadence's lower
RARP was factored in did it come
out marginally on tog - yet stiil
three points shy of the podium

EACH OF THESE WAS SLOTTED
INTO A SEALED ENCLOSURE
AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE TO THE

FACTORY RECOMMENDATION,
AND TESTED WHEN DRIVEN WITH
AMPLIFIERS CAPABLE OF UPWARDS

OF 1500WRMS

OF POWER IN OUR

TEST EVALUATION VEHICLE



Pl

Contact: waww.ehifi.co
with packemas andd Bl o
subwc
bt disal 2
It's a very o e beast likes 10 get
loud, wivile 1t wWork v both a comj and a por
box - with the latter being avallable o
performnance very worthy of & third place in this year's Subnwooler of
the Year review
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